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PRESIDENTôS COLUMN 

f you had said to me a couple of months ago that I would 

be writing this column, I would have laughed and gone 

back to my comfortable little world down at Stonefields.  

However, events beyond the control of us all happen and we 

have to adjust. 

 

Firstly, let me take this opportunity to thank Eric for a great 

effort as President last year with all its issues and for 

organising tournaments as well as being around to assist in 

many other ways.  

 

A quick stock take of our present position should start with 

the resolution passed at the AGM in June which will see us 

reaching our 100
th
 year in 2013 by members collectively 

agreeing to keep bowling at Rawhiti until the end of the 

2012/13 season.  I believe it was a positive resolution and 

demonstrates the power of setting a goal to reach the century 

mark. 

 

The AGM was followed by an SGM at which it was resolved 

to sell the Ara Street house owned by the Club.  This was the 

only alternative to liquidation and as I write our cash position 

is below $20,000.  The process is well under way and we are 

leaving the door open to a potential buyer who might be 

prepared to lease the premises back to the Club for 

occupation by Jamie, Melinda and their family.  After 

approaching three real estate firms we appointed David 

Nightingale of Harcourts to market the property.  David is 

known to some Club members as a bowler and sponsor of 

events from time to time. 

 

Our next distraction was the SGM to consider the Vaco 

proposal for a 150 year lease to a retirement village operator 

who would incorporate a bowling facility.  Many of you 

spoke against the proposal with a diverse range of reasons 

why it was not sound.  Mr Arnerich of Vaco was given the 

opportunity to present his proposal and also a right of reply 

to comments from the floor.  The vote of two in favour of the 

proposal and around 50 against says it all. 

 

The next act in the Life and Times of Rawhiti was the 

hearing to consider the rezoning application to move from 

ñopen spaceò to Residential 5 Zoning.  This was played out 

over two days in the Committee Room of the Auckland 

Council before three Commissioners.  Jim McLean led our 

team of professionals and between them they presented a 

convincing case.   

 

We now await the Commissionersô decision and in the 

meantime, thank Jim McLean (and Judy for her support) for 

his massive commitment to the rezoning project over the last 

18 months. Thanks also to Melinda who has provided great 

support throughout the whole process and attended the two 

long hearing days. 

 

Just in case you think it has slipped my mind, we are still a 

bowling club and Opening Day is coming up on Saturday 

24 September (see details later in this issue).  It would be 

great to have a big show of solidarity by way of a good 

turnout.  Rawhiti has a top bunch of bowlers and people who 

have cared for each other over the years.  So letôs enjoy each 

others company on Opening Day and throughout the season. 

 

Thanks to the Match Committee, those who worked hard to 

put the programme book together (Margaret MacColl and 

Eric Rawson in particular), the Club Captain, the Tournament 

Manager and all the willing helpers in the bar and kitchen as 

the year progresses.  

 

If you think Jamie has done a particularly good job in 

preparing the greens then let him know from time to time that 

his efforts are appreciated. 

 

It remains for me to wish you all Good Bowling in 2011/12! 

Rod College  

President 
 

 

FROM THE BOARD 

 

irstly let me tell you that Val Brigham is your Vice 

President for 2011/12 following her unopposed 

nomination during the period in July when members were 

given the opportunity to submit names for this position.  We 

are delighted to welcome Val back to the Board for another 

year of service to the Club. 

 

The Boardôs decision not to accept applications for Full 

membership remains in place for the reasons explained 

previously on a number of occasions i.e. to ensure that the 

longer serving members of the Club determine its future and 

the use of its assets.  The Board will review its position from 

time to time and advise members of any change to its current 

position.   

 

I  

F 
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In a well intentioned but potentially controversial move, 

Glendowie Bowling Club has been attempting to cobble 

together an agreement (regarding the almost inevitable 

cessation of bowling activities at Rawhiti in 2013) between 

five bowling clubs in the eastern suburbs of Auckland.  

St Heliers Bowling Club has specifically declined to 

participate.   

 

You can rest assured that Rawhiti Bowling Club will not be 

entering into nor signing any agreement with any other 

bowling club without airing any proposal and seeking 

member input first.  Please talk to me if you have any 

concerns. 

Rod College  

Board Chairman 
 

 

OPENING DAY 

pening Day is Saturday 24 September and the following 

is the programme for the day: 

¶ 1.00 p.m. - Official opening 

¶ 1.15 p.m. - 2 games of bowls finishing 3.30/ 

3.45 p.m. 

¶ 4.00 p.m. - Club update/open discussion followed 

by a happy hour and finger food. 

Cost for the afternoon is $10.00 per person 

We look forward to seeing a good attendance of members to 

participate in this day.  Please advise your attendance, 

including availability for bowls, to rbcbowls@ihug.co.nz or 

ringing 520 2658 between 4.00 and 6.00 p.m. on any day 

except Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. 

Any alterations to the days programme for weather reasons 

will be on the Clubôs Infoline 520 2658 from 9.00 a.m. and 

the Match room will be attended from 11.30 a.m. to take any 

late entries - before 12.15 p.m. please. 

Rod College  

President 
 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP AND EMAIL ADDRESSES 

 

elcome to Tim and Emily Hill, Sarah Hill and family, 

who recently joined the Club as family members. 

 

Can those members who have not previously advised us of 

their email address, please do so by sending an email to 

rbcbowls@ihug.co.nz  This will enable us to forward this 

Newsletter and other Club communications to you in a timely 

and cost saving manner. 

 

Melinda Lew  

Club Secretary 

MATCH COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
he new season is just about upon us and whether you put 

your bowls away for the winter or are one of those who 

kept their hand in by playing winter bowls regularly or 

occasionally you will be looking forward with eager 

anticipation to getting back on natural greens in all the great 

summer weather we are going to be blessed with from mid-

September onwards. 

Our programme books should be available during the week 

ending 10 September.  A supply will be in the upstairs 

clubhouse and also in the Match Room if you are unable to 

access the upstairs clubhouse. 

Opening Day is Saturday 24 September and arrangements for 

this are detailed elsewhere in this Newsletter. 

Early season events are: 

Handicap Pairs Entries close 5.00 p.m. Saturday 

24 September.  Playing days are Sunday 

25 September and Sunday 2 October. 

Intermediate Pairs Entries close 5.00 p.m. Saturday 

8 October.  Playing Days are Sunday 

9 and 16 October. 

Entry sheets for these and all other competitions being run 

before Christmas are up on the Notice board. 

Saturday Interclub 

We have entered one team in each of the Menôs and 

Womenôs Saturday Interclub and one team in the Saturday 

Morning Interclub events.  We have a small number of 

players in excess of the 24 required to fill  these teams so it is 

most probable that all those available will get at least one 

dayôs play. 

Good bowls to these teams! 

Club Days 

These continue on Tuesdays (9.30 a.m. start) and Thursdays 

and Saturdays (1.30 p.m. start). 

Forthcoming Centre Events: 

¶ Auckland Womenôs Premier Singles played on 17 

and 18 September.  Entries close with Auckland 

Bowls on 31 August. 

 

¶ 2-4-2 Mixed Pairs played on 24 and 25 September.  

Entries close with Auckland Bowls on 7 September. 

 

¶ The Trusts New Zealand Open.  Entries close with 

Auckland Bowls on 30 September.  The qualifying 

rounds are played on 10-13 November, followed by 

the Open Event.  

 

Entry forms for these three events can be found on the 

Auckland Bowls website ï http://www.aucklandbowls.co.nz/ 

 

If you have any difficulty please contact the Secretary.  

Entries should be sent direct to Auckland Bowls. 

Margaret MacColl  

Match Committee Chairperson 

O 

W 
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TRADING TABLE 
 

Ladies clothing 

Size Price Description 

L $12 Blazer - fully lined 

S $7.50 Blazer  - unlined 

 

Menôs clothing 

Size Price Description 

M $12 Blazer - fully lined 

S $12 Blazer - fully lined 

 

I will bring these items along to the Club on Opening Day, 

Saturday, 24
 
September.   Jeanette McFarland  578-2400. 

 

EXTENDED AND OPEN TOURNAMENTS 

 

he Match Committee has decided that with fewer 

members to organise and assist at Tournaments and with 

the number of them that are occurring at other Eastern Clubs 

we will have fewer Open Tournaments than last year.  But 

we will still schedule a two-day Open Tournament which we 

will run as the 2011 Silver Plate.  Will it be the last?? Too 

early to answer this, we will see what the response is to the 

invitations sent out for bowlers to enter.  The exact format 

will be decided when entries are in.  

 

Please be advised that we are going ahead and that this is a 

notice to Club members to diary these dates and organise 

teams. 

 

2011 Rawhiti Silver Plate Tournament ï Extended Any 

Combination Triples 

¶ Wednesday/Thursday November 2 and 3 

¶ Start time 9.30 a.m. daily 

¶ 3 games 1 hour 40 mins each day 

¶ Entry fee $60 per team 

¶ An entry sheet will be posted in the clubhouse or 

phone / email Guy Cavanagh at  521 1626  or 

guycavanagh@xtra.co.nz  

 

 

Weekday Tournaments -- Any Combination Triples 

¶ Wednesday - 25 January 2012 and   22 February 

2012. 

¶ Start time 9-30 a.m. daily 

¶ 3 games 1 hour 40 mins  

¶ Entry fee $30 per team 

¶ Entries at the clubhouse or to Guy Cavanagh phone 

521 1626 or email guycavanagh@xtra.co.nz  

 

Do support these and encourage fellow bowlers to join us. 

Guy Cavanagh  

Tournament Manager 
 

 

 

 

ACROSS THE DITCH 
 

he sport of lawn bowls can no longer bury its head in 

the sand when it comes to the topic of membership.  

After a quarter of a century of steady decline, which has seen 

a loss of 47.8% of total membership and the closure of a 

number of clubs across Australia, immediate measures must 

be taken for the good of the game and the future of the sportò 

so began an article in the October 2010 issue of the 

Queensland Bowler magazine.  

 

July 5th this year Travis and I returned to Maroochydore and 

immediately noticed a number of changes at various clubs on 

the Sunshine Coast, the first one being their names. The 

Maroochy Beach Bowling Club is now ñClub Maroochyò, 

Kawana Waters Bowls Club is now ñClub Kawanaò Noosa 

Heads Bowls Club is now ñNoosa Sports @ the Junctionò 

and Caloundra Bowls Club is now ñClub Central Caloundraò. 

 

Some clubs are spending huge amounts of money to change 

their image and become more appealing to the general public.  

Construction began on a multi-million dollar upgrade of the 

Mooloolaba Bowls Club on 15 August.  The renovation will 

make it the Coastôs premier bowls venue, able to host 

international and televised matches as well as major 

functions under a 3500m² covered area.  The Club was forced 

to upgrade its facility in the wake of the State Governmentôs 

resumption of a 15 metre section of land, which will be part 

of the widening of Brisbane Road.  The Club was reimbursed 

in excess of $1m for the resumption.  The Club is taking a 

big risk as over the next three years they are planning to 

spend $3.6m.  Two greens will have synthetic turf; the third 

green will go for extra parking.  There will be a covered beer 

garden, a new restaurant, etc.  The manager said they need to 

do this to make sure they are still around in another 20 years.  

Letôs hope they are, itôs a great Club.  

 

At the other end of the spectrum, the Swan Bowling Club in 

Maroochydore has an uncertain future with possibly only one 

or two more years left before the R.S.L. take it over.  Further 

down the coast, on the Gold Coast - Broadbeach Bowls Club 

in conjunction with Tourism Queensland and Tourism 

Australia is working with one of Chinaôs largest tourism 

operators on a plan to bring more international visitors to the 

coast and Club.  A promotional video introducing the Club 

and sport to the Chinese market was filmed at Broadbeach 

recently.  Club Manager, Colleen Gilbert said ñWe will 

produce packages for travelling visitors to learn the game in 

groups and then, before returning to China, they will 

participate in a social game with club membersò.  While the 

plan is only in the developmental stages right now they hope 

to see their first groups coming through early next year. - 

August 2011 Queensland Bowler.  

 

In case you didnôt know it, lawn bowls is regarded as an 

ñexoticò sport in Norway.  In a Norwegian T.V. show, 

Golden Goal, lawn bowls was shown during a segment on 

ñexoticò sports.  To view the segment visit 

www.youtube.com and type Golden Goal Lawn Bowls into 

the search.  

 

See you all on Opening Day 

Jeanette and Travis McFarland  

T 
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UPCOMING FUNCTIONS 

 

he Club continues to be used for óvenue hire eventsô.   

 

Upcoming function dates are as follows: 

 

¶ 50
th
 birthday party - Saturday, 3 September 2011 

(exclusive access from 7.30 p.m. onwards) 

¶ 40
th
 birthday party ï Saturday, 24 September 2011 

 

We ask members/guests who are not part of the function to 

vacate the clubhouse 30 minutes prior to start of the function.  

If you have any concerns regarding exclusivity, please 

discuss your concerns with a member of the Board. 

 

Thank you. 

Melinda Lew  

Functions Co-ordinator 

 
Article compliments of Jeanette & Travis McFarland 

Source:  August 2011 Edition of the Queensland Bowler 

 

 

FUTURE CLUB DINNER DATES 
 

lease note the dinner evening scheduled for 7 October 

has now been moved to 30 September 2011 and the 

November dinner evening will be held on 4 November 

2011.  Wider choices of main courses are now available, and 

all meals are served with Salad and Fries:    

¶ Organic Prime Beef Lasagne, Italian Tomato Sauce, 

Mozzarella  OR 

¶ Crumbed catch of the day - freshly crumbed fish with 

Tartare Sauce  OR 

¶ Organic Braised Beef with red Wine, Kumara, Peas, 

Sun-dried tomato  OR 

¶ Chicken Potato Top Pie. Smoked Free Range Bacon, 

Leek, Tomato Puree  OR 

As to dessert please ask Amy for the weekôs dessert option 

when phoning in. Costs are $15.00 for mains and $5.00 for 

desserts.  To order, phone Amy on 0800 200 500 or email 

amy@simonskitchen.co.nz   OR enter your name(s) and 

choice(s) on the list on the notice board upstairs.  

Melinda Lew  

Club Secretary 

T 
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