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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 

e had a successful weekend on 26 and 27 February 

when we hosted the Men’s Open Reserve section of 

the Bowls New Zealand / Auckland Bowls Region One 

Intercentre event.  Some good bowls were played and both 

days were busy in the clubhouse with good bar takings.  

Thanks to those who assisted with marking, kitchen, and 

other general help. 

 

The season continues to fly past with only about two months 

to go to Prize Giving Day.  Championship events are nearing 

completion and congratulations to all the winners.  The 

number of entries in some of the Men’s events has been 

disappointing but is I suppose a reflection of our playing 

membership problems. 

 

Sorry to hear that Joe Stevens is out of action for a while 

with severe hip problems and is on the waiting list for a hip 

replacement operation.   

 

We have a busy time coming up over the next few weeks 

with two Open Tournaments and the Bowler of the Year.  We 

will be seeking help with the running of the latter so if asked 

please use your best endeavours to assist.   

CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN  

t the time of writing this column the Vaco proposal has 

not been received but it is still hoped that we will be 

able to receive it and present it to a Special General Meeting.  

 

In this issue you will find information on procedures leading 

up to our 2011 AGM.  We have struggled to fill some of the 

posts over the past year but it needs to be recognised that if 

we are to continue as a bowling club for even only another 

season or two then it is essential that members put their 

names forward to carry out the various functions that are 

necessary to keep the club functioning.  It is appreciated that 

a lot of us have “been there, done that” but we also need to 

acknowledge that it is essential that posts essential to the 

running of the club need to be filled. 

 

Apart from management matters our financial position is 

such that we all need to give serious thought to our 

immediate, let alone longer term future.  It appears we will 

end up the current financial year with around $40/50,000 

cash in the bank which may not be enough to see us through 

the winter months.  A forecast based on last year’s actual 

financial performances adjusted for current wages 

arrangements shows that as currently structured our excess of 

expenditure over income for the May/September period will 

be $44,000.   

 

While a formal 2011/2012 forecast has not yet been 

completed, it is currently estimated that as we are presently 

structured our next financial year will see us with a cash 

deficit of $70/80,000.  Apart from being unsustainable this 

level of deficit funding is not responsible management of 

club assets in my view.   

 

Avenues available to reduce the cash deficit include: 

¶ A sale of part or all of the bowling property cannot be 

done until the re-zoning process is complete and 

approved. 

¶ Full member subscriptions at present benefit the Club by 

approximately $40.00 per annum after GST, and 

capitation fees are taken into account.  Should fees be 

increased to, say, $230.00 per annum which would give 

the Club an approximate $160.00 per annum benefit 

from each sub. 

¶ Are there members who are prepared to carry out on a 

voluntary basis the various duties necessary to keep the 

Club functioning.  I appreciate that we, like many other 

clubs, lack the members who are prepared to put 

voluntary hours of work in but nevertheless we have to 

look at this possibility.   

 

The above are the main areas where significant changes can 

be made.  In detailing the above I have ignored the effect 

members acceptance of the Vaco proposal would have 

because we do not yet have a firm proposal so cannot make 

any assumptions apart from saying that should it be accepted 

there will probably be an early benefit to our cash position 

but the timing or amount of this cannot yet be quantified. 

 

From the playing point of view the number of entries in 

previously popular events is down and we have had to cancel 

some events including for the first time in our history, I 

believe, the Men’s Champ Triples.  It is encouraging to see 

some increased attendance at Club Days but it is getting more 

difficult to attract entries into the Handicap / 1-5 Yr / 

Intermediate events, and in particular, the Men’s 

Championships.  Our magnificent facilities are under-

utilised, and unfortunately becoming even more so.  I have 

been as factual as I can be in the above because I believe that 

we all need to think seriously about the future of the Club, 

and the extent to which we are prepared to assist in its 

survival.  I also believe your Board needs to be as frank and 

up-front as is possible on the problems ahead of us. 

Eric Rawson  

President and Chairman 
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MATCH COMMITTEE REPORT 

he following Championships/competitions have now 

been completed: 

 

¶ The Women’s Champ Triples was won by Margaret 

MacColl, Bev Moor, and Jenny Marbeck with Lucille 

Taylor, Lee Newland Margaret Green runner-up. 

 

¶ The Women’s Champ Fours was won by Florence Hing, 

Lucille Taylor, Judith Officer, and Shirley Officer with 

Pat Herbert, Val Brigham, Doreen Ripley, and Lesley 

Lawson Runners-up. 

 

¶ The Men’s Champ Pairs was won by Phil Ware and 

Mike Rapson. 

 

The Men’s Champ Triples was cancelled due to there being 

only one entry after one team cancelled out due to only two 

players.  Also, the Points Singles was cancelled through lack 

of entries. 

 

The Men’s Champ Singles is down to the final between Jim 

McLean (1 life), and Eric Rawson (2 lives). 

 

It is intended to complete play in the Handicap Singles on the 

weekend of 19/20 March. 

Eric Rawson and Margaret MacColl  

For the Match Committee 
 

 

 

OPEN OPTIONAL TRIPLES 

 

he  last four of  these for the current playing year are 

scheduled for 30 March, and 7 April..  Entry sheets are 

up on the upstairs’ notice board.  As you will see we have 

already got a good commitment from other Clubs, and what 

we now need is some good Rawhiti membership support.  

Format is, as usual: 

 

¶ Play starts 9.30 a.m. 

¶ Entry fee $30.00 per team. 

¶ 3 games of 1 hour 40 min. 

 

The 30 March tournament is being sponsored by: 

 

 
 

We also will have a free light seafood lunch provided by 

courtesy of : 

 
 

 

On 6 April our sponsor is: 

 

 

Eric Rawson  

Tournament Manager 
 

 

COMPETITION CLOSING DATES 

ntry sheets for the following 

Competitions/Championships are up on the upstairs’ 

notice board: 

 

Event Entries close 

Men’s Champ Fours 5.00 p.m. Friday, 11 March 

Veterans Singles 5.00 p.m. Tuesday, 15 March 

1
st
 Year Singles 5.00 p.m. Friday, 18 March 

Mixed Pairs 5.00 p.m. Friday, 25 March 
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FIRST YEAR SINGLES 

his event will be played at 9.00 a.m. on Saturday, 

19 March, and we would like all 1st year bowlers 

(full playing members) to play in this Championship.  This is 

a great competition to play in as you will be playing against 

your peers. 

 

Entries close 5.00 p.m. Friday 18 March.  Please enter your 

name on the entry sheet on the upstairs’ notice board or 

phone Val Brigham 528 9447 or Eric Rawson 523 5466. 

 

TWILIGHT BOWLS 

ur final twilight bowls for the season is scheduled for 

Friday, 11 March.   

 

Names in by 6.00 p.m. Thursday, 10 March please. 
  

Play starts 5.15 p.m. 

 

Meal (Simon) Your choice - see “Rawhiti Bowling Club 

Dinners”. 
  

Cost Bowls  $5.00 

Main meal $15.00 

Dessert  $5.00 

 

All members and friends are welcome. 

 

Entry sheet is on the notice board upstairs. 

 

 

RAWHITI BOWLING CLUB DINNERS 

The following are the dates for March/April dinner evenings: 

 

11 and 25 March 

8 and 22 April 

 

Don’t forget you now have a wider choice of main courses, 

and can pick from the following: 

 

¶ Organic Prime Beef Lasagne, Italian Tomato Sauce, 

Mozzarella. 

¶ Crumbed catch of the day - freshly crumbed fish 

with Tartare Sauce. 

¶ Organic Braised Beef with red Wine, Kumara, Peas, 

Sun-dried tomato. 

¶ Chicken Potato Top Pie.  Smoked Free Range 

Bacon, Leek, Tomato Puree. 

¶ All meals served with Salad and Fries. 

 

As to dessert please ask Amy for the week’s dessert option 

when phoning in. 

 

Costs are $15.00 for mains and $5.00 for desserts. 

 

To order: 

¶ Phone Amy on 0800 200 500 

¶ Email amy@simonskitchen.co.nz 

¶ Enter your name(s) and choice(s) on the list on the 

notice board upstairs. 

 

 

AUCKLAND BOWLER OF THE YEAR 

he 35
th
 Auckland Bowler of the Year event will take 

place at Rawhiti on Wednesday, 13 April.   

 

You will all have received an email seeking your support 

with donation of prizes for the monster raffle and support 

with selling tickets etc on the day. 

 

This year most of the organisational work is being carried out 

by Auckland Bowls but Rawhiti is still responsible for setting 

up the clubrooms for the day, running the monster raffle, 

selling the raffle tickets, organising morning tea, and some 

tidying up of lunch dishes. 

 

For your information, a meeting will be held between us and 

Auckland Bowls in July (after our AGM) to decide on the 

future of this event, and how it will be run/who will run it in 

coming years. 

 

I hope that as many of you as possible will add your support 

to this important event.  If you can assist in any way with 

raffle prizes, and/or help with the event, please get in touch 

with myself or Florence Hing. 

 

Thank you. 

Eric  

 

PRIZE GIVING DAY 

his will be held on Saturday, 7 May 2011.  

Arrangements for the day will be: 

 

Bowls - Laurie Sheffield Shield 

¶ Play starts 10.00 a.m. 

¶ Progressive Triples provided numbers enable this 

format to be played. 

¶ Entry fee $5.00 per player. 

¶ B.Y.O. lunch. 

¶ In the event of adverse weather ring 520 2058 after 

7.30 a.m. 

Prize Giving 

¶ Prize giving will commence 4.30 p.m. 

¶ Club BBQ Meal 6.00/6.30 p.m. 

¶ Cost 10.00 per person. 

¶ All welcome. 

¶ Please indicate your attendance on the Laurie 

Sheffield entry sheet. 

 

SPONSORED CLUB DAYS 

e have three more club member sponsored Club Days 

this season.  Details are: 

 

St Patrickôs Day - Thursday, 17 March 
Jeanette McFarland and Judith and Shirley Officer would like 

to remind you of the upcoming St Patrick’s Day tournament 

that they are sponsoring.  This is the same week as the 

interclub fixture with Glendowie at Rawhiti on Monday, 

14 March so we're sure you favour a Thursday roll-up instead 

of Tuesday for this week.  Jeanette, Judith and Shirley ask 

you to diarise this date on your calendar, look out for that 

touch of green, polish up on your Irish jokes, and prepare to 
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have a fun day of bowling.  Please support them, and see if 

the three Scottish lassies can do justice to their Celtic 

neighbours.    See you on the green - in the green! 

 

Tuesday, 29 March 

Joy Elsmore and Colleen Mills are sponsoring this morning’s 

bowls.  Always a good fun morning. 

 

Tuesday, 19 April  

This is the day of the Crossan, MacColl, Rawson Easter 

Tournament.  There are sure to be some healthy chocolate 

products up for winning. 

 

Thanks to the sponsors for adding extra interest to these days.  

Please give them your support, and come along for a fun 

morning of bowls. 

 

MIXED PAIRS 

his event which is scheduled to be played on Saturday, 

26 March is always a good day.  Provided we get a 

minimum of 12 pairs teams entering, we will put on BBQ 

meal at the end of play. 

 

Don’t be shy - seek out a partner and get your entry in! 

 

 

TRADING TABLE SALE 

Size Price  Description 

M $25 Men’s Blazer - fully lined 

S $25 Men’s Blazer - fully lined 

L $25 Ladies’ Blazer - fully lined 

S $15  Ladies’ Blazer - unlined 

S  $10  Ladies Hat - small brim 

22  $20  Smart top and skirt set - like new 

12  $10  Silver Fern brand - top only 

M  $10  Regular white top 

L  $15  Brand new white fleecy cardigan style 

M  $10  ¾ White Pants 

14  $10  White Skirt 

18/20  $10  White Skirt 

22  $10  White Skirt 

22  $10  White Skirt 

 

All ladies’ clothing is in very good condition.  Please phone 

Jeanette on 578 2400 if you are interested in any of the above 

items. 

 

 

 

he Club’s 2011 Annual General Meeting will be held on 

Saturday, 25 June 2011. 

Notices of Motion for the AGM must be in the Secretary’s 

hands by no later than Wednesday, 26 May 2010. 

Melinda Lew  

Club Secretary 

 

 

 

OFFICER NOMINATIONS 2011/2012 

 notice calling for nominations for Officers together 

with nomination forms will be displayed in the 

clubhouse prior to 1 April 2011.  Positions to be filled are: 

President  

Vice-President  

Secretary  

Treasurer  

Board members -  4 required 

Club Captain – Men  

Club Captain – Women  

Match Committee 8 required 

Centre Delegate  

Selectors – Men -  Maximum of 3 

required 

Selectors – Women -  Maximum of 3 

required 

Handicapping Committee – Men -  3 required 

Handicapping Committee – Women -  3 required 

Nominations close on 30 April 2011. 

The position of Greens Superintendent comes up prior to the 

election of other offices each year.  Max Burmester has 

indicated that he is happy to continue in this role.   

 

 

Melinda Lew  

Club Secretary 
 

 

GROUP BOOKINGS 
he Club has confirmed group bookings for the following 

dates: 

¶ Saturday, 2 April (exclusive from 5.00 p.m. onwards) 

¶ Saturday, 9 April (exclusive from 5.00 p.m. onwards) 

¶ Saturday, 16 April (exclusive from 5.00 p.m. onwards) 

¶ Sunday, 17 April (exclusive from 2.00 p.m. onwards); 

and 

¶ Saturday, 23 April 2011 (non-exclusive). 

 

Where “exclusive” access is required by the hirer, members 

are asked to please vacate the clubhouse during that time 

period, and not return to the clubhouse until completion of 

each event.  If you have any issues regarding this, please 

contact a member of your Board to discuss your concerns. 

 

 
 

Melinda Lew  

Functions Co-ordinator 
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GRANT’S CORNER TO CORNER 
TOURNAMENTS 

 ongratulations to Paul Martin, and Maud van Niekerk 

on winning the two qualifiers on Tuesday, 8 March 

2011! 

I confirm that these are the re-scheduled Grant’s dates:  

¶ Three qualifying tournaments will be held on 

Friday, 11 March from 4.15 p.m. (before the 

Twilight Bowls). 

 

¶ The last qualifier will be held on Tuesday, 15 March 

at 12.00 noon. 

 

¶ The Club final will take place on Wednesday, 

16 March at 5.00 p.m. 

 

A Grant’s poster with the Regional and National Final dates, 

venues, and times will be displayed in the upstair’s part of 

the clubhouse but here they are for your ease of reference: 

 

¶ Regional finals (Auckland) 

Hillsboro Bowling Club 

Friday, 18 March at 5.00 p.m. 

Rain date – Saturday, 19 March 

¶ National final (Auckland) 

Pakuranga Bowling Club 

Friday, 8 April at 6.00 p.m. 

Rain date – Saturday, 9 April at 6.00 p.m. 

 

Everyone is welcome.  Great prizes are courtesy of Grant’s 

Whisky so please come along and support this event.  It is a 

fun event, and a chance to meet new people!  Good luck! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Jamie Hill  

Grant’s Club Rep 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MATES IN BOWLS 

big thank you to everyone who supported the “Mates In 

Bowls” run from 2 – 23 February.    Congratulations to 

the Ara Street Rollers on winning this social tournament, 

with Runners-up, Gee’s Wizards, and the Lawn Moas!  Well 

done teams.   

Thank you to all those Club members who gave up their 

valuable time to make this four week social tournament a 

success.  Great to see the clubhouse and greens filled with 

lots of colour including the bright shades of MIB orange tees! 

Also, thank you to DB Breweries for the generous donations 

of  Heineken used for raffles/prizes, and Emroidme Manukau 

for the great job done with personalising caps for the winning 

three teams! 

Treasured moments were captured during the four weeks, 

and all of these pictures can be viewed on the Club’s website 

(www.rawhitibowls.com).   

     

 

Jeanette, Melinda, Rod  

MIB Sub-Committee 
 

 

THE BOWLER’S BOOK OF EXCUSES 

1. It was too windy.  

2. The green was too slow.  

3. The green was too fast.  

4. My partner had a bad day................again!  

5. [X] was skip - I don’t know how they ever became a 

skip! 

6. The opposition had a lot of lucky wicks.  

7. The little bit of luck we got was all bad.  

8. The opposition was using those new cheating bowls.  

9. My back/hip/knee was playing up.  

 

When none of the above is believable, it all gets back to: 

(a) I played badly; and/or 

(b) The opposition were too good. 

(Excerpt compliments of Jeanette McFarland). 
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